Problem Statement #3
Sharing best practices and develop recommendations to strengthen and standardize where appropriate the utility accommodation policies/regulations, manuals and guides; identify and address gaps in standing policy and guidance documents (e.g., Utility Guide, FHWA Program Manual, and AASHTO documents).
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PROBLEM TITLE

Utility Policy/Guidance Documents, Review and Recommendations

 

RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENT

State departments of transportation have access to and are expected to use numerous AASHTO and FHWA documents containing policy and guidance information for relocating and accommodating utilities.  Some of these documents are now dated and some contain conflicting information.  These documents include the following:

 

AASHTO

       A Policy on the Accommodation of Utilities Within Freeway Right-of-Way, AASHTO, October 2005. 

       A Guide for Accommodating Utilities Within Highway Right-of-Way, AASHTO, October 2005.

       Right of Way and Utilities Guidelines and Best Practices.  Strategic Plan 4-4.  AASHTO, Standing Committee on Highways.  January 2004.

       A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, 5th Edition, AASHTO, 2004.
       Roadside Design Guide, 3rd Edition, AASHTO, 2002
       Guidance on Sharing Freeway and Highway Rights-of-Way for Telecommunications, AASHTO, 1996.

 

FHWA

       Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 645, Subpart A, Utility Relocations, Adjustments and Reimbursement.

       Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 645, Subpart B, Accommodation of Utilities.
       Program Guide, Utility Relocation and Accommodation on Federal-Aid Highway Projects,  U.S. DOT, FHWA, Office of Program Administration, Publication No. FHWA-IF-03-014, January  2003.

       Highway/Utility Guide.  U.S. DOT, FHWA, Office of Technology Applications, Publication No. FHWA-SA-93-049, June 1993.

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The objectives of this research are to (a) review the above policy and guidance documents, (b) identify areas where there is out-of-date, conflicting, confusing, or missing utilities information and (c) recommend a corrective action plan.  

 

ESTIMATE OF PROBLEM FUNDING AND RESEARCH PERIOD

Recommended Funding:  $60,000

Research Period: 6 months 

 

URGENCY, PAYOFF POTENTIAL, AND IMPLEMENTATION

State DOT utilities’ managers at the AASHTO Right of Way and Utilities Subcommittee Conference in May 2008, agreed that there is a need to strengthen and standardize, where appropriate, the AASHTO and FHWA utility relocation and accommodation policies/regulations, manuals and guides, and to identify and address gaps in standing policy and guidance documents and utility industry standards.  In this study, when areas are identified containing out-of-date, conflicting, confusing, or missing utilities information, and when a corrective action plan is developed, this information can be reported to the appropriate AASHTO and FHWA entities for their consideration.  Standardized information in this regard should greatly enhance project delivery.
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