Transportation Plan Revisions Affecting Utilities
Scope

Highway construction plans are revised repeatedly from first conception to project completion.  These revisions often affect utility relocation plans.  However, the revisions are frequently not made available by the transportation agencies or their consultants to the appropriate utility companies.  When revised plans are provided, they may not be highlighted or marked in such a way as to clearly indicate the revisions.  Negative effects of this practice include utilities having to relocate two or more times, insufficient lead time for utilities to complete the revised work, changes that push utility relocation costs over their relocation budgets, and insufficient time to obtain materials.  Late, nonexistent, and/or confusing information about highway plan revisions that impact utilities is a continuing problem causing additional expense to all parties involved, especially tax and rate payers.

The main goal of this synthesis is to survey state DOTs and utility companies to determine the best practices for notifying utility companies of plan changes.  The project objectives follow:
(1) To locate and assemble documented information; 

(2) To identify practices that have been used for alleviating the problems; 

(3) To identify relevant completed or ongoing research; 

(4) To learn which problems remain largely unsolved; and 

(5) To organize, evaluate, and document the useful information that is acquired.

Recommended Funding: $100,000

Research Period: 12 months
Information Sources

Information can best be obtained from state DOTs.
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