Optimizing the Use of Space in Rights-of-Way to Accommodate Utilities
Scope

Utilities such as water, sewerage, electric power, natural gas lines, and cable TV provide essential public services.  However, locations to accommodate them are becoming scarce on overcrowded right-of-ways.  Utility congestion within the right-of-way has reached problematic levels, particularly concerning underground installations.  It is more important than ever for state Departments of Transportation (DOTs) to manage the allocation of space for utilities on the right-of-way effectively.  DOT solutions may include acquiring sufficient right-of-way for new roads or widening projects, requiring joint trenching, or requiring corridors in which utilities must be placed.
The main goal of this synthesis is to survey state DOTs to determine best practices for the optimal accommodation of utilities within the transportation right-of-way.  The project objectives follow:
(1) To locate and assemble documented information; 

(2) To identify practices that have been used for alleviating the problems; 

(3) To identify relevant completed or ongoing research; 

(4) To learn which problems remain largely unsolved; and 

(5) To organize, evaluate, and document the useful information that is acquired.

The synthesis will include, but not be limited to, information on the use of utility corridors, joint trenching, and joint (DOT/utility) acquisition of right-of way for utilities. Information about utility companies acquiring their own easements on private property will also be included.

Recommended Funding: $100,000

Research Period: 12 months

Information Sources

Information can best be obtained from State DOTs.

Florida DOT research project BC353/RPW#32 “Optimum Placement of Utilities within FDOT R/W”
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