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TITLE
Resolution of Anticipated Comments on the Draft 2nd Edition of the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities
 
BACKGROUND AND PROBLEM STATEMENT
The draft 2nd edition of the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities is scheduled to be balloted by several groups this summer, including the AASHTO Technical Committees on Geometric Design and Nonmotorized Transportation, the Subcommittees on Design and Traffic Engineering, and, ultimately, the Standing Committee on Highways.  Given the diversity of backgrounds contained on these committees, we anticipate a significant number of comments to resolve before final publication, many of which will be complex and conflicting.  

The first edition of the Bike Guide was delayed for 3 years while comments and proposed changes were hashed out by the volunteer committee members; ultimately, a consultant had to be brought on-board to help sort out the conflicting opinions.  In 2002, the first edition of the Pedestrian Guide generated over 2,000 comments spanning a wide range of issues, and an NCHRP 20-7 research project was funded to resolve these issues.  

Many of the comments expected on the new Bike Guide will require engineering knowledge and judgment calls on various topics related to bicycles, highways, and transportation in general.  In addition to the potential magnitude of the job at hand, the resolution of the comments could become controversial, since different segments of the State DOTs themselves are at odds with each other regarding the information this guide should include.  Utilizing the assistance of a competent consultant/researcher will help ensure that the resolution of comments is comprehensive, impartial, and completed in an expeditious manner.

 
OBJECTIVE
The objective of this research is to resolve the comments anticipated on the draft update of the Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities and develop a final draft version of the document for ballot by the AASHTO Standing Committee on Highways.

 
WORK TASKS
Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· Review the comments submitted.

· Seek input from the Technical Committees on Geometric Design and Nonmotorized Transportation on potentially controversial issues.

· Develop recommended modifications to the draft Bike Guide for all comments, including alternative approaches for any complex issues, and ensure that these recommendations do not conflict with other portions of the guide or any existing AASHTO policies or guides. 
· Convene an expert panel, consisting of representatives from the four AASHTO committees that reviewed the publication, to discuss major proposed changes, alternatives, and any other issues.
· Incorporate changes and decisions made at the expert panel meeting into a final draft document for ballot by the Standing Committee on Highways.

· Produce a short report that explains and/or justifies actions taken on major, or potentially controversial, issues.  
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