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TITLE
Assessment of National Highway Safety Strategy Implementation Guidance Needs
BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT
The AASHTO Standing Committee on Highway Traffic Safety Strategic Plan states that the committee will lead the development and implementation of a national strategic safety plan which supports moving the country in the direction of a “Toward Zero Deaths” vision. An NCHRP project is underway to develop the framework for a national highway safety strategy and a communications plan. When these resources are produced, additional research activities will be needed to support and advance implementation. The NCHRP Report 500 guides are a key resource develop to aid implementation of the original AASHTO Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP), and there is a need to determine whether the guides need to be updated, how effective these documents have been, the extent to which the guides have been used, limitations that may be preventing more widespread use, and how any updates to the guides could make them a more effective resource.   

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE
The objective of this project is to the most effective manner for developing documentation supporting implementation of Toward Zero Deaths: a national strategy for highway safety.  
WORK TASKS
Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· Identify the extent to which the existing NCHRP 500 reports will be effective in supporting implementation of the Toward Zero Deaths national strategy, and best practices for agency use of the series.

· Identify gaps in the NCHRP Report 500 knowledge base, users’ interest in updated guides, potential content for new guides, and possibly alternative formats or delivery methods.  

· Develop research problem statements for updating the series and for additional research that might be needed to develop new technical guides that would support implementation.   

URGENCY
The Toward Zero Deaths national strategy is expected to be completed and adopted by AASHTO in 2012. Though much experience has been gained from implementing the AASHTO and individual state SHSPs, additional support will be needed to share best practices related to implementation of state SHSPs and to support implementation of non-traditional activities or programs presented in the national strategy.  

FUNDING REQUESTED AND TIME REQUIRED
It is estimated that this research will take 9 months to complete and will require $50,000.  
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