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TITLE

Update of the AASHTO Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities
BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT

The 1st Edition of the AASHTO Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities (AASHTO Pedestrian Guide) was published in 2004 and reflects the state of the practice in 2001 – 2002 when it was written. Being the first edition, this guide may need some content changes or additions that were discovered once practitioners began using the guide. In addition, there has been newer research in many areas affecting the planning, design, and operation of pedestrian facilities. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The objective of this study is to develop an outline of the scope and content of the next edition of the AASHTO Pedestrian Guide.

WORK TASKS

Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

1. Literature review.

· Compile and briefly analyze state and local pedestrian facility and street design guides published since 2004 to identify new knowledge and good practices

· Review pedestrian-related changes in the 2009 MUTCD and in other new or revised (since 2004) manuals and guidance publications of national organizations (AASHTO, FHWA, TRB, ITE, etc.) to identify changes in recognized or emerging best practices and consider scope of appropriate treatment/revision in the next Pedestrian Guide .

· Review recent changes in the American Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and the revised draft Guidelines for Accessible Public Rights-of-Way for consideration of the most current accessibility standards, guidelines, and draft guidelines.   
· Review newly published research on pedestrian planning and design, including new research on treatments at unsignalized crossings, crossing treatments for roundabouts and channelized right turn lanes, pedestrian level of service, etc.
2. Survey of Users.

· Survey users of the AASHTO Pedestrian Guide in government agencies, private practice, and academia, to determine their use of the Guide and to get their feedback on strengths and weaknesses of the current edition.

· Canvass Guide users and other experts to develop a list of topics and information that should be covered or covered more extensively than in the current edition.

3.
Report

· Prepare a draft outline for the next edition. Submit a final report that documents the entire research effort.  Deliver a presentation on the findings of the study to the Technical Committee on Nonmotorized Transportation and the Technical Committee on Geometric Design at their 2010 meetings.

URGENCY

To maintain the Pedestrian Guide as a useful document, the process to update the guide needs to begin now as it is likely that it will take 5 to 6 years to complete.
FUNDING REQUESTED AND TIME REQUIRED

It is estimated that this research will take 12 months to complete and will require $75,000.  
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