LIMITING UTILITY ACCOMMODATION ON HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY

Scope

It is in the public interest for utility facilities to be accommodated on highway right-of-way when such use and occupancy of the highway right-of-way does not adversely affect highway or traffic safety. These facilities can not impair the highway or its aesthetic quality, and should not conflict with the provisions of Federal, State or local laws or regulations. Consequently, there are many utilities on the right-of-way and space to accommodate them is running out. It is therefore, more important than ever for State Departments of Transportation (DOTs) to manage utilities on the right-of-way. 

 

Managing utilities on highway right-of-way will be enhanced by this research, especially at a time when more and more utilities want to be on the right-of-way and space to accommodate all of them is becoming limited. This research will provide State DOT officials important information as to legal rights and/or the potential for limiting utilities on the right-of-way and can be used immediately as they struggle to deal with this matter in a manner that will best serve the public.
The objective of this project is to investigate the legality and/or potential of limiting utility accommodations on highway right-of-way for management and/or maintenance purposes. This may include, but not be limited to, the possibility of allowing only a certain number or type of utilities to occupy highway right-of-way. 
 

Recommended Funding: $100,000

Research Period: 12 months

Information Source
2008 Mid-Year Meeting of the TRB Utilities Committee
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