Problem Statement 8
Develop guidelines for improving utility inspection practices to improve the quality of construction, reduce conflict and improve the quality of the as-builts.  This entails developing inspection tools and procedures and an inspection training program.
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PROBLEM TITLE

Guidelines for Improving Utility Construction Practices

 

RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENT

In the 1970’s during the Interstate era, oversight on all aspects of major highway projects was provided by FHWA, State DOT, and utility company inspectors.  Today, particularly in regard to utilities, there may not be any inspection at all.  Thus, the quality of work, verification of costs, sequencing conflicts, and poor or non-existent as-built plans are the result.  State DOT inspectors attempt to cover as much work as possible, but utilities are normally a low priority.  Even so, a better understanding of utility operations would enable them to do a better job.

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The objectives of this research are to (a) investigate the degree of utility inspection on highway projects; (b) document findings and best practices; and (c) recommend inspection tools, procedures, and training that would benefit those tasked with inspecting utility operations. 

 

ESTIMATE OF PROBLEM FUNDING AND RESEARCH PERIOD

Recommended Funding:  $100,000

Research Period:  12 months

 

URGENCY, PAYOFF POTENTIAL, AND IMPLEMENTATION

State DOT utilities’ managers at the AASHTO Right of Way and Utilities Subcommittee Conference in May 2008, agreed that there is a need to obtain information about utility inspection tools, procedures, and needed training.  Best practices information could be implemented immediately and would result in better work, lower costs, fewer sequencing conflicts, and better as-built plans.

 

CONTACT PERSON
Chuck Schmidt

Utilities Engineer

Bureau of Highway Design

New Hampshire DOT

P.O. Box 483

Concord, NH  03302
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