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TITLE

Alignment of the Draft AASHTO Transit Guide with the AASHTO Green Book
BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT

The Draft AASHTO Guide for Geometric Design of Transit Facilities on Highways and Streets is envisioned as a transit companion to the AASHTO Green Book, providing DOTs, transit professionals, and design consultants with guidance specific to the proper incorporation of transit vehicles and facilities within the street environment.  Transit vehicles in the guide include buses, streetcars, and light rail transit vehicles.  
The first project in the development of this draft guide was NCHRP 20-7 Task 135, which developed the scope and anticipated table of contents for the larger project, investigating what information was available and what gaps in knowledge existed that needed to be filled.  This project was started in 2000 and completed in 2002.  The follow-on project was conducted through the Transit Cooperative Research Program, TCRP Project D-09.  The panel for this project included a cross-section of professionals in various disciplines, from geometric design and traffic engineering to transit planners and advocates.  While there were some issues during the project’s development, the resulting draft guide appeared to be a reasonable compilation of existing guidance and new material to assist designers working on projects involving transit.
However, during the balloting process for the guide, which has included the Subcommittees on Design and Traffic Engineering, as well as the Standing Committee on Public Transportation, reviewers have noted what they feel are significant inconsistencies between the draft Guide and the AASHTO Green Book.  In addition, none of the three committees has achieved a two-thirds affirmative vote (35) on the draft guide, despite repeated reminders: the Standing Committee on Public Transportation has 26 votes to Approve, 1 vote to Disapprove; the Subcommittee on Traffic Engineering has 26 votes to Approve, 2 votes to Disapprove; and the Subcommittee on Design has 33 votes to Approve, 8 votes to Disapprove.  Part of the issue with the lack of response in balloting may be the length of the guide, which stands at approximately 500 pages.  Comments from Design have noted the inconsistencies with the Green Book as the primary reason for voting to Disapprove.  
RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The primary objective of this research is to review the Draft AASHTO Transit Guide for consistency with the AASHTO Green Book and propose changes to address these inconsistencies, thus allowing the guide to be balloted successfully.
WORK TASKS

Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· Review draft Transit Guide and comments from balloting process
· Identify areas of inconsistency within the Transit Guide as related to the AASHTO Green Book and other applicable AASHTO design guidance
· Propose modifications for each inconsistency, making sure not to create problems or inconsistencies within other parts of the guidance (or, alternatively, propose modifications to address any newly created inconsistencies)
· Secondarily, identify other editorial inconsistencies (such as references to outdated editions of documents, inconsistent figure numbers, etc.), but focus on the comparison of the guide to the Green Book
· Create an updated track-changes version of the draft Transit Guide for final balloting
URGENCY

The draft Transit Guide has been in some stage of development for almost 10 years, and it is extremely close to being finalized.  This project will complete the guide and produce a document that will greatly assist planners and designers as they work to incorporate transit vehicles within new and existing streetscapes.
FUNDING REQUESTED AND TIME REQUIRED
It is estimated that this research will take 8 months to complete and will require $40,000.  
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