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TITLE

Resolution of Comments on the Draft AASHTO Bike Guide
BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT

The AASHTO Bike Guide has been substantially updated and expanded based on research that has been conducted over the past 10 years – i.e., since the last guide was published in 1999.  The NCHRP panel that developed this draft guide worked diligently to produce a guide that addresses major issues that have emerged in that period of time, and is a compromise between the various points of view within the transportation community – bicycle advocates, safety engineers, geometric designers, traffic engineers, etc.  However, after a request for comments from four AASHTO committees in advance of formal balloting (which was done to help ensure that major concerns would be addressed prior to conducting the ballot), the almost 1,000 comments received are too much for a task force to resolve on its own in a timely manner.  A consultant is needed to develop draft responses to these comments, and then a panel of a cross-section of users can then determine the final resolution of the comments.
RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The primary objective of this research is to review and address the comments submitted by AASHTO committee members on the draft AASHTO Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Bicycle Facilities.
WORK TASKS

Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· Review draft Bike Guide comments from the AASHTO committees, as well as the compilation of comments addressed during the previous NCHRP panel reviews
· Identify editorial versus substantive comments
· Propose resolution for each comment, making sure not to create problems or inconsistencies within other parts of the guidance or with other AASHTO guidance
· Create an updated track-changes version of the draft Bike Guide for balloting

URGENCY

The draft Bike Guide has been in development for 5 years, including two NCHRP projects (20-7 and full NCHRP), and it is extremely close to being finalized.  An independent reviewer is needed to finalize concerns and comments from the State DOTs regarding this guide, which in the past has been controversial.  This project will complete the guide and produce a document that will greatly assist planners and designers as they work to incorporate bicycles into their planning and design.  
FUNDING REQUESTED AND TIME REQUIRED

It is estimated that this research will take 4 months to complete and will require $30,000.  
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