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TITLE

AASHTO MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS
BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT

The AASHTO Subcommittee on Materials (SOM) maintains the Standard Specifications for Transportation Materials and Methods of Sampling and Testing (Materials Book) that covers over 400 Testing procedures and materials related specifications.   A number of the test methods (termed “C” specifications) are in a format that makes it difficult for technicians to follow the test, as reference is made to a cover letter that changes portions of the tests.  Due to historical issues, these same “C” specifications need an overall review.  It is anticipated that many will also need revisions and updating to current practice.  These type specifications cannot be provided through the AASHTO Electronic Bookstore due to their current formatting, requiring AASHTO customers to go elsewhere for these specifications.  The AASHTO SOM maintains the Materials Book with volunteer members who do not have the time to expend on a comprehensive project of this nature.  State DOTs and other AASHTO Materials book users are being inconvenienced by the status of these standards, which could be remedied by this research project.
RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

To hire a researcher to perform a review on the “C” specifications in the Materials Book to identify any needed changes.  The researcher will also need to perform research to complete any rewrites in AASHTO format so the specifications can be used by the State DOT members and supplied by AASHTO through the AASHTO bookstore.  These specifications are currently in a format that restricts usability for AASHTO and AASHTO members and customers.  The researcher will also need to present the specification changes to the AASHTO SOM for approval.  
WORK TASKS

Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· Review listing of Materials “C” specifications to identify any to delete and identify the ones that need to be revised
· Perform research on the specifications to be revised by contacting State DOTs to identify current practices
· Rewrite the selected specifications into AASHTO format for review, balloting and publication by the Subcommittee on Materials
· Present the results at the AASHTO Subcommittee on Materials Annual Meeting
URGENCY

With the increased use in many States of consultant testing and local government project overview, the necessity of clear concise specifications is essential.  The estimated time to complete this work using existing volunteer resources would be 8-10 years. 
FUNDING REQUESTED AND TIME REQUIRED
It is estimated that this research will take 12 - 16 months to complete and will require $90,000.  

CONTACT PERSON 

Georgene Geary
TF Chair, AASHTO SOM Publications Task Force

State Materials and Research Engineer

Georgia DOT

15 Kennedy Drive

Forest Park, GA  30297
