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TITLE
Comparative performance evaluation of pavement marking materials placed longitudinally and transversely on the NTPEP Pavement Marking Materials test facility.

BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT
Due to space restrictions and logistics the striping materials evaluation conducted through the NTPEP Pavement Marking Materials test facility utilizes transverse placement of the materials.  Measurements of durability, color and retroreflectivity are collected monthly for test cycles ranging from 6 months to 3 years.  The data reported through this program allows state highway agencies to select products they believe will perform best on their pavements.  For several years there has been an expressed concern that the transverse placemrent of the lines provides only an accelerated wear condition that cannot be related to field performance. 

OBJECTIVE
The objective of this research is to provide statistically valid comparisons of the performance of the transverse lines in the ‘skip’ area with a longitudinally placed line of the same material on the test facility.  This information will be used to provide correlation of data for continued evaluation of pavement marking materials.

WORK TASKS
Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· Review data for collected for performance parameters of the traffic marking lines contained in the NTPEP Data Mine for temporary tape that has been collected in both transverse and longitudinal orientations for the past 6 years. 

· Compare data obtained for these markings and provide a statistical comparison of the data sets for similarities and differences that may be attributed to the orientation of the line. 

· Develop proposed method for correlation of data that may be obtained for transverse placement of markings with typical longitudinal applications in the field. 
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