Strategic Highway Safety Plan Peer Exchange
Thursday, July 16, 2009 at 3:30 – 5:00 p.m., Emerald A & B Rooms
This technical session will explore how member states are developing innovative strategies to help reduce the number of fatalities.  Examples may include DOT safety goals, individual state Comprehensive Highway Safety Plans, and low cost safety improvements for lane departure and intersection crashes, enforcement, education, and other Towards Zero Death (TZD) initiatives.  The facilitator will prompt discussion and information sharing among participants by asking questions about:

1. Do you have specific safety goals?  If yes, what are the goals?

Missouri is focused on reducing the number of severe crashes that occur on our roadways.  They have set a fatality reduction goal of 850 fatalities or fewer by the end of 2012.

In Michigan, there are no specific numbers of reductions. 

2. What types of innovative programs or pilot projects have been used that would benefit other states?

Missouri have used a system-wide safety approach to address lane departure crashes on our Major Roads in the state.  When complete, Missouri will have safety improvements on nearly 5,600 centerline miles of our most traveled roads (these routes also have a significant number of severe crashes).  The safety enhancements are rumble stripes (both edgeline and centerline), wider stripes (6 inch), larger and more visible signs, better delineation, and smoother pavement.  The important and innovative part of this program is the fact we want to blanket the system with these safety improvements due to the random nature of the majority of our severe crashes.  In addition to these key safety enhancements to address lane departure crashes, we are also using the system-wide approach to address cross median crashes.  Missouri has installed about 600 miles of cable barrier on our interstates and expressways.

In addition to shoulder rumble strips, Michigan continues to install centerline rumble strips on all 2 lane roadways. Michigan has also piloted special construction pavement markings and permanent pavement markings in rumble strips. Michigan also continues to pilot other projects such as: departure lanes, pavement markings with large beads, special signing, cable barrier and brighter LED lights.

3. What funding sources has your state considered in targeting safety initiatives?

Missouri uses a combination of Highway Safety Improvement Program, High Risk Rural Road program, and transfer penalty funding that results from not having an “Open Container” law.

Michigan uses SPR and other road project funding sources.

Iowa uses research funds for piloting safety initiatives.

4. How are you integrating law enforcement into your initiatives?

Missouri’s SHSP (Missouri’s Blueprint to Arrive Alive) has a focus of bringing together engineering, enforcement, education and EMS.  Many of their targeted initiatives require a mix of these elements in order for Missouri to be successful in reducing severe crashes.  Some of the initiatives are requiring extensive support from the law enforcement community to be successful such as targeted enforcement and impaired driving.  
Michigan’s legislature allocating nearly $500,000 toward Work Zone Enforcement. The department is expected to hire local law enforcement agencies to patrol their work zones. The department has to report annually where and how the money was spent.
5. How are you educating the motoring public about TZD?

Missouri is committed and focused on achieving our fatality reduction goal of 850 or fewer fatalities by 2012.  We believe the goal we set is obtainable and measurable and something each of our regions in the state can work towards.

Michigan has an annual “Give’em a Brake Campaign” to promote work zone safety.  The department also utilizes billboards, press releases and other media outlets to get the message out about safety.
6. How are you targeting the trucking industry?

Missouir includes commercial motor vehicles in our “Emphasis Area 3 – Special Vehicles” section of our SHSP and we have many strategies to assist with reducing crashes that involve our CMVs.  The Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety has a Commercial Motor Vehicle Subcommittee.  Recently, Missouri held a “Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Strategic Advance” that involved many stakeholders from around the state.  The advance was very beneficial and allowed us to identify problems and possible solutions.  The CMV Subcommittee will take the information from the Advance and develop a plan to improve highway safety in this area. 

Iowa includes the trucking industry in their research projects. 

Michigan includes the trucking industry in its preparation for construction projects. The department includes all stakeholders in their early discussion. We routinely include the trucking industry in our listserv (email list).

7. What new laws have been implemented to help reduce crashes?

Missouri has a very good legislation in place that deals with young drivers.  They have a graduated driver’s license law in place that has specific restrictions for drivers less than 18 years of age.  

Michigan has no new laws in place to reduce crashes, but however staff is working with legislature on a “Quick Clearance” bill. 

