
Welcome to California!
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and its 
employees are pleased to serve as the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) host state 
for the 2009 Annual Meeting. 

The Department has been active in moving the people and commerce of California 
for more than 100 years from a loosely connected web of footpaths and rutted 
wagon routes to the sophisticated system that today serves the 
transportation needs of more than 36 million residents.

Caltrans is pleased to have transportation leaders from across 
the nation gather in Palm Desert to continue the important work 
of transforming transportation.  

We would like to acknowledge and thank our partners who 
have joined us to ensure a highly productive and enjoyable 
AASHTO Annual Meeting.  

We hope you enjoy your time in California and have every 
confidence your time in Palm Desert will be a rewarding experience. 

PALM DESERT WEATHER 
Forecast

Thursday, 
October 22

Sunny (Clear)
Hi: 88° Lo: 63° 

Friday, 
October 23

Sunny (Clear)
Hi: 88° Lo: 64° 

Saturday, 
October 24

Mostly Sunny
Hi: 90° Lo: 59° 

Sunday, 
October 25

Mostly Sunny
Hi: 87° Lo: 57° 

Monday, 
October 26

Mostly Sunny
Hi: 85° Lo: 55°

Need Assistance? Ask a Volunteer...
Caltrans and its partners are ready to help you in anyway they can during the 
Annual Meeting. If you need assistance as you navigate the JW Marriott, look 
for the volunteers in the sand color shirts with the 2009 AASHTO logo. They’ll be 
happy to point you in the right direction.

STAY UP TO DATE

Visit the AASHTO 2009 
Annual Meeting website at 
www.dot.ca.gov/aashto2009 
to view the latest agenda, 
meeting photographs and 
information about the Palm 
Desert area. 

Innovative Mobility Showcase 2
We invite you to visit and take part in the “Innovative Mobility Showcase 2” hosted 
by Caltrans in conjunction with the 2009 Annual Meeting. The showcase highlights 
innovative vehicle technology, alternative fuels, and technological improvements 
to the transportation system infrastructure.  Attendees will be afforded hands-on 
experience with technological advances intended to enhance the nation’s traffic 
operations and roadway safety elements. 

Challenging Times - Innovative Staffing
Caltrans is fortunate in this challenging economic climate to be assisted by many 
of our transportation partners in it’s staffing of the 2009 Annual Meeting. Due to 
the generosity of AECOM, Autodesk, CALTROP, the City of Palm Desert, HDR, 
Kennedy Communications, Kleinfelder, Parsons, RBF Consulting, Simon Wong 
Engineering, the San Bernardino Association of Governments (SANBAG) and TY 
Lin International we are able to meet the needs of delegates. Please introduce 
yourself to these fine people and thank them for their participation.
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About California

Owing to the sunny climate and discovery 
of gold in the state during early times, 
California is often referred to as the 
Golden State. With an area of 160,000 
square miles California is the third largest 
state in the United States in terms of 
size. On the other hand, California is the 
most populated state in the United States 
and hence ranks number one in terms of 
population.

It is commonly believed that the name 
‘California’ has been derived from a 
legendary black Amazonian warrior queen 
called Queen Califia. However, there are 
some who believe the name has been 
derived from the Spanish language in 
which the word ‘California’ means ‘wide 
bay’.

Sacramento is the capital of the state of 
California. The four largest cities in the 
state of California are Los Angeles, San 
Diego, San Jose, and San Francisco. 
The state of California is divided into 
58 counties. It has 480 incorporated 
cities and towns. Another interesting 
fact about the state of California is its 
interchangeable use of the terms ‘city’ 
and ‘town’.

California became a U.S. territory in 1847 
when Mexico surrendered it to John C. 
Frémont and it was included as the thirty-
first state in the United States of America 
on September 9, 1850.

The California Central Valley, which is 
located at the center of the state, is 
the state’s agricultural capital, which 
produces one-third of the nation’s food.

The Sequoia National Park located in 
California is home to the famous giant 
sequoia trees, which are considered to be 
the largest trees on the planet. The White 
Mountains, which are located in the east 
central part of California State, are home 
to some of the oldest trees in the world 
as well.

California climate varies from 
Mediterranean to subarctic. However, 
much of the state has a Mediterranean 
climate and the California Current offshore 
often creates summer fog near the coast. 
In the inland, one encounters colder 
winters and hotter summers.

The State of California has the highest 
point as well as the lowest point in the 
continental United States - the highest 
being Mount Whitney, which is at a height 
of 14,491 feet above sea level and the 
lowest being the Death Valley, which is 
which is 282 feet below sea level.

Delegate Services & Internet Cafe

Host State Night
The theme of the 2009 Host State Night is “Welcome to the Beach.” 
Featuring a casual atmosphere, a variety of cuisines from across the state 
of California and the now legendary California band, with the sound of 
the Beach Boys, PAPA DOO RUN RUN. The 2009 Host State Night event 
promises to be an evening of excitement. 

Delegates are invited to use the 
Delegate Services Office & Internet 
Cafe to stay connected. Internet 
access, the ability to print, copy 
and fax documents is available. 
The Delegate Services Office & 
Internet Cafe is open from 7am 
- 6pm daily and is located in 
Director’s Suite 2. 

Everyone is invited to stop at the 
Delegate Hospitality Suite for water 
and soda. The Hospitality Suite is 
available daily from 8am - 5pm and 
is located in Director’s Suite 3. 

Free time? Here are a few ideas...
Palm Springs Aerial Tram  - Climbing 6,000 feet 
from the Sonoran Desert floor up into the San Jacinto 
Mountains, the Palm Springs Aerial Tram  traverses 
five climatic zones in 12 minutes. At the top, you can 
just relax and enjoy the panorama of mountain and 
desert from the upscale Peaks Restaurant (California 
cuisine), the Pines Café (cafeteria style), or a lounge with 
appetizers and full cocktail bar.

El Paseo Shopping District - A mile-long street that locals 
have dubbed “the Rodeo Drive of the desert.” Also, over 20 
art galleries line the single mile-long shopping district or fall 
inside the Gardens. 

Living Desert Zoo and Gardens - The Living Desert 
has a zoo and endangered species conservation 
center, botanical gardens, natural history museum, 
wilderness park, nature preserve and an education 
center all in the “desert.”

Looking for something different? Stop into the Hospitality Suite where City 
of Palm Desert staff will be available to answer your questions. You can 
also visit the AASHTO 2009 Annual Meeting website at www.dot.ca.gov/
aashto2009 and click on “Attractions” for a extensive list of suggestions. 
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